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It is a great honor for me to address the 33" Tribhuvan
University Convocation. This is humbling for me to
participate in this auspicious event at an institution of
higher learning that is rich in tradition and, as the oldest
and the largest university in Nepal, is about to celebrate
the Golden Jubilee in July of this year. Let me take this
opportunity to felicitate the university on the upcoming
50™ anniversary and wish it continued success and glory.
I am grateful to Tribhuvan University for inviting me to
this prestigious institution and to be able to convey a
few thoughts.

N

Ladies and gentlemen

I have come from Dhaka, Bangladesh to share this festive
occasion with you. I stand here as a symbol of
camaraderie and collaboration between two universities
namely Tribhuvan University, largest public university
in Nepal, and North South University, Dhaka, the first
private university in Bangladesh, established in 1992.
More importantly, I represent the cultural proximity and
enduring brotherly relationship between our two
countries.

But today is not about me. Today is about you, the
graduates. It is about honoring the graduates of a fine
university and share my experience and ideas in a way
that provides some guidance for the future. Let me
congratulate you for your success and splendid
achievement. Let me also pay homage to your parents
and guardians and erudite teachers whose generous
support and assistance have made this day possible.

Dear Graduating Students

The journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single
step. On this day you have taken a giant step in the

journey of life. This is the end of a major phase of the
journey but the beginning of an important chapter and
you are set for a new and exciting episode. With the
education and training you have received at Tribhuvan
University, you have the advantage of being ahead of
vast majority of the people.

Much is expected of you. University graduates in less
developed countries like ours are the direct product of
the sacrifice and contribution of the whole society. You
owe a lot to your family and country. There is a debt of
gratitude to be repaid to the society at the same time
living up to the potentials and promises of own careers
and future. In addition to excelling in higher study and
professional goals, I fervently hope that you will
demonstrate high degree of integrity and personal honesty
and social commitment for the betterment of the country.

You have to work hard, meet diverse challenges and
realize your potentials. You have to live up to the
expectations of the nation and make your alma mater
proud by your future actions, aspirations and
accomplishments. I am confident that you are fully
equipped to do so.

Ladies and gentlemen

Tribhuvan University and North South University already
have an active collaboration in place. We hope to develop
more extensive and closer liaison in the future. A year
ago, we jointly established the Master of Public Policy
and Governance (MPPG) program at NSU with the
assistance of the Norwegian funding agency, NOMA,
and participation of Bergen University, Norway. Six
Nepalese students were enrolled last year. This year
students from Sri Lanka and Nepal in addition to those
from Bangladesh will be admitted. The program will
gradually incorporate students from all SAARC countries
and it will truly be regional in characteristic and content.

As we know, SAARC countries have taken certain steps
to promote cooperation. Apart from state initiatives,
universities such as ours can foster friendship,
collaboration, and even peace and prosperity for shared,
collective and symbiotic benefits. The start of the MPPG
program at North South University is a small step in that
direction.

Ladies and gentlemen and distinguished guests

Tribhuvan University and North South University have
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to live up to the lofty ideals, and exalted potentials. A
modern university produces scholars, thinkers and skilled
manpower. It undertakes research for creating
knowledge, innovations, and enlightened ideas. It works
as a moral guardian by setting high ethical standards. It
accelerates economic growth and brings about ideal
social changes. During financial downturn, such as the
one we are now enduring, universities offer clarifications
and solutions and provide hope to a dejected nation.
Tribhuvan University, I am sure, like North South
University is striving to do these for the good of the
society and the country.

Universities especially in our part of the world have the
moral obligation to ensure equal access for all. The
financially disadvantaged but talented students must have
the opportunity for higher education at these universities.
A meritorious, eager and enthusiastic but needy student
cannot be deprived of higher study simply because of
financial shortfall or poverty. The society and the state
need to nurture such students and provide ample
opportunity to ensure access to universities. We at NSU
try to assist by granting financial aid to needy and
meritorious students. I am sure Tribhuvan does the same.
The state and the government also have the solemn duty
to accommodate such students and ensure financial
support for the sake of developing human capital as well
as social capital.

Ladies and gentlemen

Compared to the size and glorious history of Tribhuvan
University, North South University, barely 16 years in
existence, is young in the historical context, quite new in
the institutional context and, with 8, 400 students,
relatively small in size. But in the global context we both
have to face the same tune. Globalization requires that
auniversity become universally competitive. But we need
to be careful in yielding to global imperatives.

Globalization, unfortunately, has turned education into a
commodity. The number of universities as profitable
business ventures is increasing. This is regrettable. It
promotes materialism, ignoring altruism and spirituality.
The universities must devise ways to promote
selflessness, social consciousness and spirituality. We
have to be acutely aware about such prerogatives.

Ladies and gentleman and my dear graduates

I have been a very lucky man. I have had a long and
fulfilling academic career with over 45 years of teaching
in Bangladesh and the US. I was a part of the Institute
of Business Administration, IBA, in Dhaka for many
years and saw future leaders and brilliant teachers
emerge. For the last 16 years I have been involved in

the development of a private university with impressive
achievements and growing reputation. [ have written a
number of books and numerous articles in international
journals. [ have been a member of eminent professional
organizations, met heads of states and heads of
government as well as Presidents and Vice Chancellors
of renowned universities. But [ have thrived mainly as a
teacher. Teaching, as the proverb goes, is not simply a
profession but a passion. There is nothing more satisfying
than to observe my students blossom, flourish and
prosper and achieve eminence in the country and in the
international arena. | am sure the teachers here feel the
same way.

Distinguished guests and graduates

Our existence in this world is temporary. We do not take
riches and wealth with us when we finally depart. If the
short and fleeting stay is not governed by an ethical and
moral regime, we fall prey to deviations and delinquencies
including corruption. An ethical or moral regime is
basically a regime of choice between the right and wrong,
between what is materially craving but morally
reprehensive.

I urge the graduates to incorporate spirituality, social
consciousness and high moral and ethical standards in
life and the living even in hectic and ambitious pursuit of
career goals. I also suggest that you get involved in social
service, governance and even politics. It can get
aggravating and frustrating. You have to deal with the
vital issues with patience and understanding. You have
to work hard to establish true representative government
and ensure benefits for the common people.

My dear graduates

You are graduating in the midst of a worldwide financial
downturn and will face intricate challenge. How you face
the overwhelming challenge and meet your career goals
is something that will stretch your vigor, skills and
intelligence.

Fortunately, you are the graduates of an excellent
university. German poet Goethe said, “Knowledge is not
enough, we must apply. Willing is not enough, we must
do.” I firmly believe that you will tackle the adversities
in the real world with knowledge, talent and equanimity
and a passionate ‘can-do’ approach. As alumni of this
university, you will provide leadership and take the country
to its destiny - of peace, prosperity, justice, and happiness.
I again pray that you succeed in discharging your social
obligations in addition to meeting career goals.

Once again, my heartfelt congratulations to you. May
God bless you in all your future endeavors. Thank you
all and good bye.
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